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Editorial

Islam in Europe - old member of the family

Liebe Absolventinnen

und Absolventen,

Liebe Leserinnen der

DA News!

Wie immer bringen wir
Aktuelles aus der DA mit
dem erklarten  Zweck, fir das
Absolventinnenkontaktnetz zu werben. Neu
ist diesmal, dass wir verstarkt (iber die aka-
demische Arbeit an der DA berichten und zu
diesem Zweck einige Forschungsprojekte im
Rahmen des M.A.LS.- Lehrgangs beschreiben.

Hochste akademische Standards sind die
Voraussetzung fiir den guten Ruf der
Akademie und den Erfolg Ilhrer
Absolventlnnen. Zur Sicherung dieser
Standards verstarkt die Akademie ihr
Professorenkollegium durch die Schaffung
eines ,Chaire Francophone Européenne de
Sciences Politiques”. Fiir die Stelle, die von
der Organisation Internationale de Ia
Francophonie mitfinanziert wird, wird ein/e
Kandidat/in mit franzésischer Muttersprache
gesucht. Die Entscheidung zur Einrichtung
eines frankophonen Lehrstuhls ist Ausdruck
der Bemiihungen der DA um die Stirkung
ihres Mehrsprachigkeitsprofils.

Eine weitere Neuerung im akademischen
Bereich ist die Einfiihrung eines Lehrgangs in
»Umweltdiplomatie . Dieser wird gemeinsam
mit der Technischen Universitdt in Wien
durchgefiihrt. Die Teilnehmerlnnen konnen
sich durch diese Kooperation sowohl mit den
politisch-rechtlichen wie auch mit den natur-
wissenschaftlich-technischen Grundlagen
der internationalen Umweltpolitik vertraut
machen. Angesichts der steigenden
Bedeutung des Umweltschutizes als Thema
der internationalen Politik, fiir die die aktuel-
le Diskussion um den Klimawandel ein gutes
Beispiel bietet, hat die Akademie mit diesem
Lehrgang einen zukunftstréchtigen Weg ein-
geschlagen.

Gerhard Reiweger, 20.DLG
Président des Club DA

“Europe will lose if it is not able fo embrace its
minorities and cultural differences.” These
were the words of Dr. Ursula Plassnik, Minister
for European and International Affairs at the
conference “Islam in Europa” which took place
at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna on 23rd
March. Other high ranking guest speakers .
could only agree with her on this point. Sven
Alkalaj, Foreign Minister of Bosnia &
Herzegovina, talked about the achievements of
his country related to the issue of tolerance.
Mustafa CeriC, Great Mufti of Bosnia &
Herzegovina, envisioned Europe as an open society with multiple identities and a pluralistic
religious soul. Anas Shakfeh, president of the Islamic Community in Austria, called for fair dia-
logue amongst the actors on the international scene and asked for a clear distinction to be
made between the small fringe of Islamist extremists and the majority of moderate Muslims.

During the two days of the conference the topic was approached from various angles, inclu-
ding the situation of women, democracy and Islam, political Islam and Islam and the younger
generation. Ultimately the message of the conference came through clearly and — lest we for-
get — reminded us of the historical fact that Europe and Islam do not represent two separate
cultural circles, but rather overlap. Islam has been present in Europe for a long time; it has
become an integral part of European culture — it is high time to leave our prejudices behind.

Bernadett Valeria Marton (Hungary), 10" MA.LS.

Sven Alkalj, Ursula Plassnik, Mustafa Ceric (v.l.n.r.)

Absolventinnentreffen 2007
Beginn 29. Juni, 18:00 Uhr
Programm: http://club.da-vienna.ac.at

International Day - Cultural Dialogue

With students from over 30 countries, the Diplomatic
Academy boasts a most interesting mixture of cultures under
one roof. This diversity was the main focus for the DA’s
International Cultural Evening on April 20™ organized by
s Suman Jain (10" MAIS) together with Bernadett Marton (10"
M.A.LS). The programme included speeches by Dr. Emil Brix
(Director General for Foreign Cultural Policy, Austrian Ministry
for European and International Affairs) and Peter Stania
(Director of the International Institute for Peace), a presentation of the USA’s unique Groundhog
Day festival by Glen Covert (7" SPIS), authentic and colourful Bolivian dances by the
Tanzgruppe Bolivia, oriental belly-dancing by Sandra Rauch (6™ SPIS), alias Shirin Duman, and
a performance by Yuliya Hauryliuk (Belarus) on the violin accompanied by Noriko Oshioda
(Japan) on the piano.Other highlights were a national costumes fashion show with national
costumes of countries like Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, India, Japan, Turkey, Burkina Faso and
Malaysia, and a culinary presentation, featuring traditional food from Afghanistan, Belarus,
Japan, Bulgaria, Hungary, India, Israel, Turkey, Slovenia and France.

Velina Pendolovska (Bulgaria), 7" SPIS



Thesis Abstracts

Students of the DA’s M.A.LS. course are required to write a Master’s Thesis of
16.000 — 24.000 words. The interdisciplinary quality of the M.A.I.S. programme is also reflec-
ted in the thesis requirements. The topic is treated from the perspective of at least two diffe-
rent study disciplines and there are two supervisors who watch over the interdisciplinary cha-
racter of the paper. The two thesis abstracts presented below give an insight into some of the
topics being analysed by the M.A.L.S. students.

Regional Trade Agreements and the WTO

This thesis will examine an unresolved issue in the WTO system: Regional Trade Agreements
(RTA's). At a first glance the very existence of RTA’'s seems opposed to the basic philosophy of
the WTO; yet they exist in increasing numbers alongside it. After setting the historical context
the thesis will examine the main debate in the literature: whether RTA’s are indeed a “help” or
a “hindrance” towards the ultimate goal of a global free trade system. This debate raises many
important issues, but it must be accepted that RTA's are here to stay. Much more pressing is
that they are proliferating, overlapping and creating scope for the exploitation of weaker trade
partners. Indeed, the number of legal and logistical complexities created by over 300 RTA’s has
led to what is referred to as the “spaghetti bow!” of international trade. Hence, as we look to
the future, it is vital to have an international trade system capable of including RTA’'s and of
making them a “help” instead of a “hindrance”. The WTO’s current rules on RTA’'s will be
explained and found to be confusing and ambiguous, and in the final section this thesis will
cover what has already been achieved to correct this and what should now be attempted.
Laura Harbidge (United Kingdom), 10" MA.LS.

Russia’s Demographic Development

Implications for Security and Economic Policy

Ongoing debates on the demography of European states and its interconnection to the pensi-
ons system appear to be ludicrous if one compares it to the catastrophic development of
Russia’s demographic set-up. The dramatic changes in life expectancy, low levels of fertility
rates, especially among ethnic Russian women, and the fact that deaths have outnumbered
births every year since 1992 are an entirely new peacetime phenomenon for industrialized
countries. Although the Russian Federation is not the only country facing a dramatic demogra-
phic process, it is probably the most important example. If Russian depopulation continues, it

Visit of the Slovak Foreign Minister, Jan Kubis

On March 26, 2007, the Diplomatic Academy welcomed Jan Kubis, Foreign Minister of the still
relatively new Slovak government. Mr Kubis gave a speech on Slovak Foreign Policy, followed
by a question and answer session and a reception, where guests could sample traditional
Slovak cuisine.

The foreign policy of the Slovak Republic is based on three pillars:

First, Slovakia attaches great importance to keeping excellent relations with its neighbours. For
historical and cultural reasons, the closest partner of the Slovak Republic is naturally the Czech
Republic. Nevertheless, relations with other neighbours are also considered crucial and are
generally cordial. Austria too, of course, is a vital partner of Slovakia. There are some conten-
tious issues in the relationship, such as the question of nuclear power, but they are discussed
in a cordial atmosphere and Slovakia is keeping its obligations to Austria made before the
accession to the EU and has shut down the first reactor of the Jaslovské Bohunice nuclear
power plant; the second will be shut down in 2008, even though it will leave Slovakia depen-
dent on electricity imports.

Another priority of Slovak foreign policy is the European Union. Slovakia also stresses the
importance of NATO, seeks to maintain excellent relations with the United States of America,
which it considers to be its “Strategic Partner”, and participates actively in NATO missions in
the Balkans and in Afghanistan.

The Balkans are the third policy priority for the Slovak Republic, due to the government’s belief
that stability in the Balkans is essential for the stability and prosperity of Central Europe and
indeed the EU as a whole. The current agenda focuses especially on the status of Kosovo,
where the Slovak government supports a negotiated solution palatable to both parties and
respecting Serbian sensibilities. In order to achieve long-term stability, Slovakia believes that
it is essential to eventually integrate the Western Balkans into the European Union.

Roman Lajciak (Slovakia), 43" DLG

will hold implications for the military, work-
force, personal and societal health, and the
national security of the country. Therefore,
the Master’s Thesis will analyze the past and
current changes in Russia’s demographic
development and offer an overview of poten-
tial scenarios for the future. Furthermore,
various internal and external implications for
the security situation will be highlighted and
also the impact on the economic position
requires to be outlined in detail. The demo-
graphic development in the Russian
Federation is much more than a health crisis
as it could be seen as a threat to the demo-
cratic progress and could lead to further dis-
integration. Therefore, it requires serious
measures to stop this apocalyptic develop-
ment.

Bernd Briinner (Austria), 10" MA.LS.

Women Power for Montenegro

The end is at the same time a new beginning
Although a lot has been learned, there is still
more to master in order to prepare the way of
Montenegro into the European Union.

This is the main conclusion of the 15
Montenegrin civil servants who participated
in the training programme of the Diplomatic
Academy in Vienna in February 2007.

Three males and twelve(!) females, who are
all between 24 to 36 years old, had the pos-
sibility to take part in the study programme
which included various seminars, workshops
and lectures on EU structures, decision
making processes, EU law, security issues
and last but not least economic analysis
besides a special training in EU negotiation
skills, “protocol” and the German language.
Although all participants already had studied
abroad, they said that their stay in Vienna and
at the DA left a special mark and the training
was a useful experience for their future
careers. The training programme will be con-
tinued by another 4-week course in
November this year when several internship
programmes at different Austrian ministries
and European Institutions in Brussels are
envisaged for the participants.

Anita Kocic (Serbia), 7" SPIS



Yanmakou Masala: Spices of the World

Yanmakou Masala: Spices of the World, was the theme of this year’s Academy Ball on May 5,
Yanmakou being used in parts of Africa and masala being a synonym for spices in India. The
combination of Africa and India was chosen because this year’s selected charity project is
Burkina Faso — Hilfe Direkt - with any money exceeding the expected amount going to Akshaya
Patra Foundation in India. Hence, the Ball inculcated African and Indian opening dances, deco-
ration, cuisine and midnight performances. After the traditional Polonaise opening the Ball, the
DA students gave a performance of Indian and African dance, for which they had been training
hard for the past few months, taking time away from demand and supply curves and the ever
so interesting EU Law. At midnight, there was another Indian classical dance awaiting the
already fascinated attendees, followed by a mesmerising performance by African drummers to
which the Ball invitees could do nothing else but dance to the vibrant sound of the beating
drums which filled the whole Festsaal. It was a very enjoyable evening for everyone, to which
the beautiful decoration and wide variety of African, Austrian and Indian food also contributed.
Ball Committee 2007: Simone Carneiro 10™ M.A.LS., Beate Dastel 43¢ DLG, Suman Jain 10"
M.A.LS., Julia Kriessl 43 DLG, Bernadett Marton 10" M.A.LS., Velina Pendolovska 7" SPIS,
Marianna Peretti 7" SPIS, Marcela Rodriguez Ramos 7™ SPIS, Barbora Strakova 10" M.A.LS.

and Matthias Eder 7" SPIS.

9*International Alumni Meeting

Friday, June 29", 2007 18:00 Keynote speech: Vienna - a City of Culture. From Mozart to "Creative Industries"
Dr. Andreas MAILATH-POKORNY Amtsfiihrender Stadtrat fiir Kultur und
Wissenschaft, Stadt Wien Festsaal, DA
20:00 Heuriger Hengl-Haselbrunner Iglaseegasse 10, 1190 Wien
Saturday, June 30", 2007 10:00 Departure for Stift Klosterneuburg, Guided Tour
12:30 Lunch at Restaurant Schiittkasten
19:00 Sommerfest der Diplomatischen Akademie Wien

Registration: info@da-vienna.ac.at

STUDENTS MEET GRADUATES

Interview mit Botschafterin Dr. Jutta Stefan-Bastl

Frau Botschafterin Jutta Stefan-Bastl ist Absolventin des
7. Diplomlehrgangs (1970-1972). Seit sie beim
AuBenministerium ist, war sie bei der Osterreichischen
Vertretung bei den Vereinten Nationen in Genf; als Erste
Botschaftssekretérin an der OB Abidjan, Elfenbeinkiiste,
Erstzugeteilte an der Osterreichischen Botschaft in
Peking und Osterreichische Botschafterin in Slowenien.
Seit 2002 ist sie Osterreichische Botschafterin in Indien,
Bangladesch, Bhutan, Nepal, Malediven und Sri Lanka.
Als Botschafterin haben Sie lange Aufenthalte im Ausland.
Haben Sie ,,Heimweh“ nach Osterreich?

Nein, ich bin mit meiner Arbeit téglich mit Osterreich ver-
bunden. Nur unseren Sohn vermisse ich. Mit Freunden
halten wir Kontakt wéhrend unseres Urlaubs in Osterreich
bzw. freuen wir uns auf Besuche aus Osterreich. Jedes
Land, jede Aufgabe hat ihren besonderen Reiz, jeder neue
Posten ist eine neue Herausforderung. Freunde und
Erinnerungen bleiben.

Wenn Sie beruflich in einem anderen Land sind, besteht
die Gelegenheit, die Kultur des fremden Landes auch zu
erleben und genieBen, oder ist die Gelegenheit aus berufli-
chen Griinden eingeschrankt?

Nein, es héngt ganz vom eigenen Interesse ab,
Beschrénkungen gibt es keine. Ich versuche, mich von
Beginn an so intensiv wie mdglich mit der Kultur, mit den
Menschen auseinander zusetzen, um madglichst viel zu
verstehen und zu lernen.

Welche Qualifikationen in Bezug auf Kultur sollten die jet-
zigen und zukiinftigen DA Studenten haben/entwickeln,
um eine Botschaftstétigkeit im Ausland erfolgreich ausfiih-
ren zu kénnen?

Neugierde und Respekt vor dem Anderen.

Was wiirden Sie den DA Studenten empfehlen, wenn Sie
eine Botschaftstatigkeit anstreben? Worauf sollten sie sich
vorbereiten (in Bezug auf fremde Lénder)?

Sehr viel vorbereitend lesen und sich sodann voll auf die
neue Umgebung, die fremde Kultur einlassen, mit soviel
persénlichen Kontakten auf allen Ebenen wie maglich.
Haben Sie gute Erinnerungen an Ihrer Zeit an der DA?
Haben Sie noch Kontakt mit Ihren damaligen
Kommiliton/Innen?

Um es kurz zu sagen, ja — es war meine schonste
Studienzeit. Die Kontakte sind nie abgerissen, umso mehr,
als ein Jahrgangskollege mein Partner fiirs Leben wurde.
Was halten Sie von der Idee des Kulturtages an der DA,
der am 20. April stattfindet?

GroBartige Idee, alles, was den Dialog zwischen den
Kulturen unterstiitzt, ist wichtig und richtig.

Seit November 2002 sind Sie in Indien. Wie geféllt es
Ihnen dort? Kénnen Sie uns einige Kulturaspekte und
Erfahrungen erzahlen?

Indien ist faszinierend, auch irritierend, es macht stichtig;
die Menschen sind freundlich, offen, diskutieren gerne;
das Land ist so vielféltig, vereint Dimensionen des
Vergangenen und des Heute und des Morgen wie kein
anderes, etwa Rationalitét und Spiritualitat, etwa Konsum
und Weltentsagung, es erdffnet eine neue Welt; auBer den
bekannten Sehenswiirdigkeite bietet es Schétze, die vom
Tourismus erst noch entdeckt werden miissen. Es féllt mir
schwer, einige Aspekte herauszugreifen, die Gesamtheit,
soweit sie erlebbar ist, ist das Wesentliche.

Freuen Sie sich auf Japan? Wird Ihnen Indien fehlen?
Haben Sie fiir Japan besondere Kulturprojekte geplant?

Mein Mann und ich freuen uns auf Japan, den dritten
asiatischen Riesen nach unseren Aufenthalten in China
und Indien. Fiir 2009 ist ein besonderes Usterreich-Japan-
Jahr mit viel Kultur, Tourismus, Wissenschaft und
Wirtschaft geplant. Eine schéne Aufgabe.

Ich danke Ihnen sehr fir dieses Interview. Da ich aus
Indien komme, habe ich zum Schluss eine personliche
Frage: sehen Sie Bollywood Filme? Wie gefallen sie Ihnen?
Ich habe nur einige wenige Filme gesehen, so etwa
,Blind“ mit Amitabh Bachchan oder ,,Ashok“ mit Shahrukh
Khan oder ,Mr. & Mrs. lyer”, sowie ,, Water” und ,,Monsoon
Wedding“; diese fand ich interessant; fiir die diblichen
Filme, ehrlich gesagt, habe ich keine Zeit. Wofiir ich mir
Zeit nehme, ist indische klassische Musik, in die kann ich
mich vertiefen.

Suman Jain (Indien), 10" MAL.S



Latino-Karneval an der Diplomatischen Akademie

Mysterious EU institutions

Pippi Langstrumpf und Don Carlos tanzen auf dem Latino-
Karneval

Kokett lacheln Pippi Langstrumpf und ,,Don Carlos” in die
Kamera. Die Sambatanzerin ist aber gar keine Brasilianerin
— eine Papierblumenkette schmiickt ihr Dekolleté, und ihre
Begleiterin wedelt einladend mit dem himbeerroten Facher.
Tagstber diskutieren sie beide (iber das Internationale Recht
und die Europaische Sicherheitspolitik, doch jetzt ist
Karneval an der Diplomatischen Akademie!

Statt Marillenbrand, ,Café Viennoise“ und Wiener Schnitzel
findet man in der Diplomatischen Akademie am 16. Februar
2007 vor allem Sangria und gute Latino-Musik. Von den
Wénden baumeln bunte Luftschlangen und einige ,Signorinas“ wedeln kokett mit violetten
Fachern. Der Salsa-Tanz unter Anleitung der Bolivianerin Maria Isabel Soriano Guzman (7"
SPIS) ist einer der Hohepunkte der Feier. Weil das Motto des Abends ,Karneval wie in
Lateinamerika“ lautet, steht Salsa auf dem Programm. , Miau“ maunzt ,Catwoman“ und legt
ihren Arm um einen stolzen ,,Don Carlos“ mit Fliege. Das weiBe Katzchen und ,,Don Carlos*
singen im Duett und wirbeln lachend (ibers Parkett. Daneben tanzt eine rothaarige Franzosin
mit einem gelbhaarigen Mexikaner: Ihr Sombrero droht ihr vom Kopf zu rutschen.

Welche Tradition, welche Absicht jedoch hinter dem karnevalesken Studententreiben steht, ist
schwer zu sagen. Ob es ihnen darum geht, die Dunkelheit und den Winter zu vertreiben oder
ob sie einfach nur einen Anlass zum Feiern suchten, ist schwer zu sagen. “Carne vale! Fleisch
ade!“— Der Karneval hat eine alte heidnische Tradition und erinnert daran, dass ein letztes Mal
gefeiert wird, bevor die Fastenzeit beginnt. In Wien geht’s heuer , Multikulti“ zu: Eine Franzosin
plaudert angeregt mit inrem Studienkollegen aus den USA, eine Brasilianerin flirtet mit James
Bond aus Rumanien — ein ,Prosit” auf den Karneval der Kulturen an der Diplomatischen
Akademie!

Dace Sirme (Lettland), 43. DLG

Ernst-Sucharipa Stipendiatin 2006/07

After the completion of SPIS at the DA, due to financial constraints, M.A.LS., which | really
wished to do, did not seem feasible for me. To my great relief and joy, | was awarded the ‘Ernst-
Sucharipa Stipendium’ which facilitated my continuation of the M.A.l.S course at the DA. As
foreseen for M.A.LS. students, | attended lectures in International Economics, History,
Environmental Law and Political Science, and joined the
wonderful trips to Ukraine and South-Eastern Europe
(Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina). In
addition to the study programme, | was able to do an intern-
ship at the UNIDO, take part in the organisation of student
conferences, the DA Ball and the editing of the Newsletter,
besides realising my idea of the International Cultural Day. |
was not fortunate enough to meet Dr. Ernst Sucharipa, but
happy to meet Dr. Lily Sucharipa and very thankful for
having the honour to be the recipient of this scholarship
which enabled me to participate in academic and extra-cur-
ricular activities at the DA this year.

Suman JAIN (Inclia), 10" M.A.LS

Editorial Team: Bernadett Marton (Hungary), 10* M.A.LS. Suman Jain,
(India), 10" M.A.LS. Anita Kocic (Serbia), 7" SPIS (from left to right)

In the European Parliament
Tatsiana Aliakseyeva and Alena Sidarovich (Belarus), 7" SPIS

After what became an eighteen-hour bus ride
because of a 3 1/2-hour, 20-kilometre traffic
jam on the Autobahn, the students of the 43"
DLG and the 7™ SPIS arrived in Brussels very
early on Sunday morning, 18™ March.
Exhausted, most clunked off the buses
straight to their beds at the Hotel Ustel and
awoke seven hours later to hop back onto the
buses for a day trip to the two quaint towns
of Gent and Brugge. Thus began the DA’s
annual visit to EU institutions in Brussels and
Luxembourg.

Coffee breaks, lunches, and two receptions
split up our busy program of eighteen mee-
tings spread between the Permanent
Representation of Austria to the European
Union, the Commission, the Parliament,
NATO, the European Court of Justice (ECJ),
the European Investment Bank, and the
Ministry “Des Travaux Public”, where
Luxembourg Secretary-General Georges
Santer addressed us.

Many being DA graduates like Mr. Santer, the
representatives of these institutions addres-
sed key EU-related issues and answered our
broad range of questions including about
how to land a job (interview) with an EU insti-
tution: apply online at the European
Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) website,
then be patient for just over a year. The
twiddling of your thumbs could just pay off.
The very visits to a Commission conference
room, the Parliament’s debating chamber,
NATO, and the courtrooms of the ECJ proved
demystifying of the institutions in as much as
they were suddenly less mysterious. So,
those places are real after all, are not just
print on a page.

Indeed, the weeklong trip ending the morning
of Saturday, 24 March, briefly exposed the
DLG and SPIS students to a diplomat’s and
civil servant’s life and work environment in
two of the EU’s capitals. This bit alone is per-
haps the greatest gift of our entire journey.
The EU institutions now partially demystified,
the DA has given us, the 43 DLG and the 7"
SPIS, an invaluable handhold as we prepare
the next steps of our careers.

Glen Covert (USA, Germany), 7™ SPIS



