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EDITORIAL

Dear Alumnae! 

Dear Alumni!

I do not envy professors of political science these 

days. Their established teaching is topsy-turvy 

the past months.

Long established parties almost disappear, sea-

soned politicians are replaced by big-mouthed 

populists or young political shooting stars.

Former elites are blamed for being worn out, 

corrupt, for aloofness and for having no strate-

gies for the future.

“More of the same? Not with us!” … voted the 

Americans, the French and – maybe soon – the 

Austrians.

Political science live! Surprising, sometimes 

shocking, and certainly not to everyone’s liking!

Tremendous changes are on the way and they 

leave us breathless!

With all the speed and unexpectedness around 

us, it is good to know that with Ambassador 

Emil Brix, a DA alumnus has been appointed 

to become the new director of the DA. At the 

same time it is time to say a heartfelt good bye 

to Hans Winkler, who was so much a supporter 

of ClubDA. ͞Thank you, Hans! Director of our 

hearts!͟

The Club has been doing fine over the past 

months. Solid finances allow three scholarships 

to be granted, our career platform DA LINK has 

had its best performance, our events are well 

attended and our membership is rising. 

I would like to convey my deep gratitude to all 

active members of ClubDA who have been sup-

porting us over the years. And I invite all other 

DA alumni to join our family –͞your home & 

anchor after graduation͟. For more information 

please visit https://club.da-vienna.ac.at.

All the best and have a good summer!

Oliver Kitz

Oliver Kitz (DLG 19) is President of ClubDA.
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ministerium für Inneres (BMI)

✪ Caritas Österreich

✪ Centros de integración Juvenil (CIJ)

✪ Deutsche Bank AG

✪ Energy Community Secretariat

✪ Grayling Austria

✪ Horizont 3000

✪ International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA)

✪ International Centre for Migration Policy  

Development (ICMPD)

✪ International Organization for Migration (IOM)

✪ International Trade Centre (ITC, UN/WTO)

✪ Mercuri Urval Austria GmbH

✪ ORF R/TV Autrichienne, France News

✪ Pfizer Corporation Austria

✪ Teach For Austria

✪ U.S. Embassy in Vienna

✪ UNIQA Insurance Group AG

✪ Unique Public Relations GmbH

✪ U.N. Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO)

✪ U.N. Office at Vienna (UNOV)/U.N. Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

✪ Wirtschaftskammer Österreich (WKO)

On ClubDA’s initiative, the Club and the 

Diplomatic Academy co-organised the 

first “DA LINK – Mentor and Career 

Talks” on 18 June 2013. Since then, once a year 

the DA invites CEOs, department heads and 

human resources officials from highly renowned 

companies, organisations and institutions to 

come to the Academy and to sit down and talk 

with DA students about their career plans.

This year, DA’s Alumni Office relaunched the 

event. Students had the opportunity to register 

through an online tool for one-to-one talks with 

25 companies and organisations taking part in 

DA LINK on 8 March. In the end, we were able to 

organise 541 (!) talks in total, surpassing num-

bers from previous DA LINKs by far.

The following companies and organisations were 

present at DA LINK 2017:

✪ Arthur D. Little Austria GmbH

✪ Austrian Development Agency (ADA)

✪ Austrian Power Grid AG

✪ BNL Clean Energy AG

✪ Federal Ministry of the Interior/Bundes

DA LINK Mentor & Career Talks 2017   Andreas Ehrmann4



Future developments
In October 2017, “DA LINK” will become the 
title of the entire Career Services the DA offers 
as the Academy’s Alumni Office will resume 
responsibility for this programme starting with 
the next academic year.

The DA LINK Career Day 2018 will take 
place on 13 March 2018. We ask all alumni to 
get in touch with companies and organisations 
who might be interested in taking part in this 
project and to inform us about possible partici-
pants at andreas.ehrmann@da-vienna.ac.at.

Andreas Ehrmann is Head of DA’s Alumni and Administrative 

Office as well as ClubDA’s Secretary General and, in addition, 

will become Head of DA’s Career Services this summer. 

An online survey conducted after the event 

revealed highly positive feedback from both 

students and participating companies and organ-

isations:

✪ 87.5 percent of HR representatives thought 
their participation in DA LINK to have been 
worthwhile.

✪ 100 percent (!) of HR representatives 
would recommend other organisations to take 
part in DA LINK and are themselves interested 
in participating again. Seven companies and 
organisations even signed up for 2018 already.

✪ On the other hand, 98.4 percent of students 
would recommend their peers to sign up for 
future career days at the DA.

✪ During DA LINK 2017, 6.3 percent of our 
students were offered a job, 26.6 percent 
an internship position and 14.1 percent a 
follow-up interview. In addition, 73.4 percent 
of participating students told us about having 
received valuable information.

DA LINK Mentor & Career Talks 2017   Andreas Ehrmann5
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Originally from Austria, Christina Kauer 

holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics 

from the Vienna University of Economics 

and Business. Admirably, during her undergrad-

uate studies Christina engaged in several volun-

teering activities in Austria. Not only did she act 

as a scout leader for young girls, but also as a 

teaching assistant for underprivileged children.

Moreover, her volunteering engagement contin-

ued in Romania. Christina was working for six 

months in a homeless shelter for young adults 

in Bucharest. It is this experience she describes 

as a very moving and inspirational one. Having 

to work with adults that were suffering under 

poor working and living conditions, Christina 

became more aware of the existing inequalities 

within the EU. Up until now she maintains a 

close relationship with the Austrian NGO that en-

abled her to make this valuable experience. This 

hard-working student even finds time to work in 

its Viennese liaison office.

Christina learned about the Diplomatic Acade-

my of Vienna from the officials at the Canadian 

Embassy in Vienna where she served as an intern 

in the trade section. When asked why she had 

chosen the DA´s Environmental Technology & 

International Affairs MSc Programme (ETIA), the 

answer is the following: “It was the neglect of 

the environment in economics that prompted 

this decision.”

 

ClubDA Scholarships 2016-17

Christina Kauer: a portrait  Apolonija Rihtarić

When completing her studies, Christina hopes to 

work either in the public sector or for an NGO. 

Christina expresses her deep gratitude for the 

ClubDA scholarship which released her of fi-

nancial worries and allowed her to relax and to 

concentrate on her studies.

The author Apolonija Rihtarićć  is enrolled in the  

53rd Diploma Programme at the DA and received one  

of three ClubDA Scholarships for the academic year 2016-17.
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It was during orientation week in October, 

when I first met Christine. Her cheerful man-

ner, openness and determination impressed 

me from the very beginning. I have the honor to 

present to you now an ambitious and inspiring 

young woman.

Christine was born and raised in Gresham, Ore-

gon. Her family travelled a lot and was always 

pushing her to experience new cultures and 

places. At the suggestion of her parents, Chris-

tine completed a gap year between high school 

and college in southern Germany. As a result, 

when she returned to the U.S. to do her bachelor 

studies she started studying German language 

and journalism at Washington and Lee Universi-

ty in Lexington, Virginia. During her senior year 

of undergrad, she participated in an exchange 

program called “IES Vienna” here in Vienna, 

Austria. As an alumna, she is still very involved 

with the IES program. In 2013, after concluding 

her exchange year graduation, Christine received 

a fellowship to be a U.S. Teaching Assistant with 

Fulbright Austria. For one year, she taught at the 

Pädagogische Hochschule in Vorarlberg. Back in 

the U.S., she started working in Government and 

Public Affairs in the maritime and defense indus-

tries in Portland, Oregon. The job combined her 

love of politics and journalism as she managed a 

team of lobbyists on projects for various de-

partments and headed up crisis communication. 

Moreover, she underwent training to become a 

ClubDA Scholarships 2016-17

T. Christine Luby: a portrait  Christina Kauer
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Public Information Officer. Besides work, Chris-

tine always tried to give back to the community. 

She worked as a literacy tutor for kids to help 

improve their self-confidence and education 

through reading. When Christine was looking for 

a Master’s program and could not find one in 

the US that matched her interests, she remem-

bered the partnership between Fulbright and the 

Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. 

Christine is now very happy having chosen the 

MAIS program at the DA as it fits perfectly with 

her career field and gave her the chance to come 

back to Austria and improve her German. She 

is a very involved student and in-coming Edi-

tor-in-Chief for Polemics. As a wine lover (and of 

course member of the DA wine society), Christine 

tries to volunteer from time to time at a local 

winery to learn more about winemaking. She is 

the first one in her family to complete a Master’s 

program and worked hard during the past three 

years to try to fund her studies on her own. 

Therefore, the ClubDA Scholarship is one more 

step toward keeping her self-sufficient and she is 

very thankful for this opportunity.

Regarding her future plans, Christine wishes to 

continue in the career path in Government and 

Public Affairs. With her Master’s degree, she will 

be well equipped to move forward in her job and 

someday hopefully become a Public Information 

Officer.

The author Christina Kauer is enrolled in the 10th Master of 

Science in Environmental Technology and International Affairs 

(ETIA) programme at the DA and received one of three ClubDA 

Scholarships for the academic year 2016-17.

8ClubDA Scholarships 2016-17
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Originally from Croatia, Apolonija majored 

in Political Science from the Faculty of 

Political Science in Zagreb. During her 

undergraduate studies, she completed a six-

month semester abroad program with Erasmus 

at the Université de Reims Champagne-Ardenne 

(France) where she studied law and political 

science.

She then served as an intern with the civil so-

ciety organization GONG in Croatia conducting 

research on the country’s electoral process during 

the 2015 parliamentarian and local elections. 

Additional tasks included working on topics re-

lated to democracy and good governance as well 

as ensuring civil democratic rights by receiving 

citizens’ complaints regarding the breach of 

electoral silence. 

Additionally, in 2015 she participated in a two-

month educational program with the United 

Nations Academy at the Ministry of Foreign and 

European Affairs of the Republic of Croatia. At 

the ministry, she learned about the Diplomatic 

Academy of Vienna. She realized that attending 

such a prestigious multilingual program could 

improve her chances of working professionally in 

the Foreign Ministry.

ClubDA Scholarships 2016-17

Apolonija Rihtari´: a portrait  Christine Luby
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However, it was during an internship with the 

Austrian Institute for European and Security 

Policy (AIES) the following year, that Apolonija 

realized how deep her interest in foreign pol-

icy was. Her work with AIES included drafting 

policy papers on security issues and conducting 

research on the EU neighborhood and security 

policies.

Thanks to the AIES internship, Apolonija hopes 

to work after graduation for the European Un-

ion, specifically within the foreign and security 

field. Later she hopes to return to Croatia to 

work as a diplomat with the Foreign Ministry.

However, school and work accomplishments 

aside, it is Apolonija’s personal character which 

makes her such a deserving candidate for the 

ClubDA scholarship. Friendly and open to every-

one, she has great rapport among her colleagues. 

In an intimate program like the DA, reputation 

is well known and Apolonija’s is of the highest 

standing.

Apolonija is not just a dedicated DA student, but 

also a genuinely kind and caring person  – char-

acter traits which are deeply needed in today’s 

political arena.

She’s extremely grateful for the ClubDA schol-

arship which allows her to relax, focus on her 

studies and achieve her career goals.

The author T. Christine Luby is enrolled in the 

21st Master of Advanced International Studies (MAIS) programme 

at the DA and received one of three ClubDA Scholarships 

for the academic year 2016-17.

ClubDA Scholarships 2016-17

Apolonija Rihtari´: a portrait  Christine Lubyc
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This year’s Alumni Hall of Fame Scholar-

ship awardee Katharina-Sophia Doležal is 

half-Austrian, half-Italian. She mainly grew 

up in Austria, but also in China and England. 

She worked for the Permanent Mission of Israel 

to the International Organizations for one year 

before entering the Diploma Programme and lat-

er MAIS. She speaks eight (!) languages (German, 

Italian, English, Chinese, French, Spanish, Portu-

guese and Hebrew). Her undergraduate studies 

were Chinese Studies and History of the Arts.

Impetus?
After working for the permanent mission of 

Israel, I considered changing my career path a bit 

and going more towards diplomacy and inter-

national relations. I considered the DA as a very 

suiting opportunity for me, completed the DLG 

and, thankfully, was able to do the MAIS on top 

of that.

Takeaway? 
All the subjects and skilled professors here at the 

DA amazed me. I come from a totally different 

background and working in the international 

arena requires a certain set of tools and instru-

ments you need for a successful career. The pro-

fessors made the transition for all of us very easy 

and equipped us with a great toolset. But most 

importantly, it is really a family: It’s a very small 

school and the benefit of constant interaction 

with over 40 nationalities, a small UN so to say, 

was a worthwhile experience. 

Alumni Hall of Fame Scholarship 2016-17

Katharina-Sophia Doležal: a worthy awardee  Nicholas Lieb
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Scholarship?
I spent my scholarship for a field trip to Brazil to 

conduct research for my Master’s thesis, which is 

why I’m very grateful that I received this con-

tribution. My topic was the non-medical use of 

prescription drugs in Brazil and prevention pro-

grammes that could be developed in order to de-

crease Brazilian students’ use of medication for 

studying purposes. I thought it to be a good idea 

to go to the country and speak to the people. In 

the end I conducted 33 interviews with the best 

experts on the matter in the country.

After graduation?
I do not have a job yet. I think talking to alumni 

is always a good opportunity to stay in touch, 

not only to network. When I went to Brazil, I 

was given a list of alumni working in Brazil and 

Brazilian alumni working in Vienna, which I 

could utilise perfectly. And when I did an intern-

ship with UNODC in Vienna, I got in touch with 

an alumna from an earlier class with whom I’ve 

become friends in the meantime. The alumni 

network is really more than a simple networking 

tool; it’s great to make new friends, to exchange 

perspectives and to receive valuable recommen-

dations on how to approach the vast world of 

labour.

Suggestions for the network?
What could be done is organising an event 

especially for graduates, like a dinner. Although 

the alumni are always somehow involved with 

the manifold events here at the DA, it would be 

good to have “the event” where future graduates 

can easily get in touch with alumni. Further-

more, support for conducting research, as was 

the case for me, could be very helpful for the en-

tire student body. To do field work is very costly, 

and such support could really enhance students’ 

research.

But after all, I really just want to thank the 

alumni for helping me so much with this amaz-

ing opportunity, it made my thesis way more 

dynamic. It was an unforgettable experience for 

me to go to Brazil. I might even now have the 

opportunity to publish an article there. The for-

mer Brazilian prime minster once said: Do what 

you do with a lot of passion and then you will 

succeed. The scholarship helped me in doing just 

that, and I could not be more grateful.

The author Nicholas Lieb is enrolled in the 10th Master of Science 

in Environmental Technology and International Affairs (ETIA) 

programme at the DA and Social Media Assistant at 

DA’s Alumni and Administrative Office.

Alumni Hall of Fame Scholarship 2016-17

Katharina-Sophia Doležal: a worthy awardee  Nicholas Lieb
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Journalism offers valuable skills for today’s 

future diplomats. Chief amongst them is the 

ability to distil complex information and 

communicate with tact, integrity, and credibility.

POLEMICS gives DA students the chance to learn 

to critically examine research, draft articles, and 

manage an entire publication process from start 

to finish. Furthermore, by teaching how to pro-

duce factual journalism, it teaches students how 

to be intelligent consumers of the media.

DA Insight – Student life at the Academy

DA Student Magazine POLEMICS – 
CALL FOR SUPPORT  Christine Luby & Nicholas Lieb

To that end, the 2017-18 editorial team is excit-

ed to promote high-quality, objective journalism 

by continually improving our methods and offer-

ing more educational workshops to the student 

body. If you’d like to be a part of educating the 

next generation of journalists/diplomats, please 

contact us at dapolemics.editor@gmail.com. We 

welcome alumni support in any form.

Christine Luby is enrolled in the 21st MAIS Programme, 

Nicholas Lieb a student of the 10th ETIA Programme. 

They represent the editorial team of POLEMICS, 

the magazine of the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna.
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Sustainability, resource management and 

development are common threads not 

only in our studies at the Diplomatic 

Academy, they also affect lifestyle choices.

The DASI Sustainability Committee therefore 

thinks globally and acts locally. This year we 

inter alia exchanged views with the chair of the 

Austrian Parliament’s Environment Committee, 

invited FairTrade Austria for a discussion and 

built garden beds at the DA. 

The salads, tomatoes, herbs and other produce 

from the student garden benefit the resident 

DA Insight – Student life at the Academy

Sustainability Committee – TAKE PART  Ansgar Fellendorf

community directly and also raise awareness for 

local food production.

Next year we will continue successful initiatives, 

raise awareness for sustainable lifestyle choices 

and hold a workshop on E-Waste. We would be 

happy about your participation and active sup-

port! If you or your organizations are interested in 

helping the efforts of the Sustainability Commit-

tee, please write to sustainability@da-vienna.at 

Ansgar Fellendorf is enrolled in the 10th ETIA Programme and 

co-chairs the Sustainability Committee together with 

Stefania Marcucci, a student of the 21st MAIS Programme.

© DASI Sustainability Committee
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Our society deals with a sphere that, at 

the moment, tends to be underrep-

resented in the Diplomatic Academy: 

culture. 

We provide information about cultural events 

to the students of all programs in a bi-month-

ly newsletter. Moreover, we organise multiple 

events, including the ͞Flying Dinner͟ as well 

as trips to cultural events in Vienna including 

theatre, cinema and art exhibitions. We also hope 

to start cultural trips elsewhere in Austria from 

September onwards. 

In order to be able to provide, for example, en-

trance fees or to cover initial travel costs for trips 

outside of Vienna, we kindly ask for your help to 

be able to provide access to high quality cultural 

events, as well as to enhance awareness of ͞soft 

power͟within the academy’s student body. 

Jonas Bohun, Marinto Revertera and Stephanie Trapp 

are enrolled in the 21st MAIS Programme. 

They represent the Cultural Society of the Diplomatic Academy. 

To get in contact write them at any time via e-mail: 

jonas.bohun@da-vienna.at 

martino.revertera@da-vienna.at

steph.trapp@da-vienna.at

DA Insight – Student life at the Academy

The Cultural Society   Jonas Bohun, Martino Revertera & Stephanie Trapp 

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

A
R
T

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EXHIBITION

CULTURE

EVENT

ART

TR
IP
S

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

ORGANISE
EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

ART

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

CINEMA

NEWSLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

ORGANISE

EXHIBITION

EVEN
T

ART

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

THEATRE

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CINEMA

NEWSLETTER

ORGANISE

EXHIBITION

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

A
R
T

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CINEMA

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

ART

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EXHIBITION

CULTURE

EVEN
T

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CULTURE

EVENT

ART

THEATRECIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

ORGANISE

EVEN
T

ART

TR
IP
S

MUSIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

EXHIBITION

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT
TRIPS

M
U
SIC

N
EW
SLETTER

STUDENTS

EXHIBITION

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

MUSIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CINEMA

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVENT

A
R
T

NEWSLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CULTURE

ART

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

CINEMA

STU
D
EN
TS

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVENT

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

THEATRE

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EXHIBITION

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

THEATRE

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

STUDENTS

ORGANISE

A
R
T

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

STU
D
EN
TS

EXHIBITION

CULTURE

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

NEWSLETTER

EXHIBITION

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

TRIPS

MUSIC

THEATRE

CINEMA

N
EW
SLETTER

EXHIBITION

CULTURE

ART

THEATRE

CINEMAN
EW
SLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVEN
T

MUSIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

STU
D
EN
TS

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CINEMA

NEWSLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

ORGANISE

CULTURE

EVEN
T

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

NEWSLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVENT

ART

M
U
SIC

CINEMA

STU
D
EN
TS

ORGANISE

CULTURE

EVENT

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

STUDENTS

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

TR
IP
S

N
EW
SLETTER

ORGANISE

EVEN
T

TR
IP
S

TH
EA
TR
E

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

ART

TR
IP
S

THEATRE

ORGANISE

CULTURE

EVEN
T

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

MUSIC

CINEMA

STUDENTS

EXHIBITION

EVENT

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

N
EW
SLETTER

CULTURE

ART

TR
IP
S

MUSIC

CIN
EM
A

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CULTURE

EVENT

ART

TR
IP
S

TH
EA
TR
E

CINEMA

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CU
LTU
R
E

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CULTURE

EVEN
T

A
R
T

CINEMA

STU
D
EN
TS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CULTURE

EVEN
T

MUSIC

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISECU

LTU
R
E

A
R
T

TH
EA
TR
E

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

ART

MUSIC

CIN
EM
A

STU
D
EN
TS

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

TR
IP
S

MUSIC

TH
EA
TR
E

N
EW
SLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

EXHIBITION

CULTURE

A
R
T

TRIPS

N
EW
SLETTER

STUDENTS

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

ART

TH
EA
TR
E

N
EW
SLETTER

ORGANISE

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

ART

TRIPS

M
U
SIC

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CU
LTU
R
E

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

N
EW
SLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

ART

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

TR
IP
S

MUSIC

N
EW
SLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EXHIBITION

EVENT

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVENT

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

STU
D
EN
TS

EXHIBITION

EVENT

MUSIC

N
EW
SLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CULTURE

EVEN
T

CIN
EM
A

STUDENTS

ORGANISE

CULTURE

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

THEATRE

CIN
EM
A

STU
D
EN
TS

EXHIBITION

ART

M
U
SIC

CINEMA

STU
D
EN
TS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

TRIPSEVEN
T

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

THEATRE

CINEMA

EVEN
T

TRIPS

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

STUDENTS

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVEN
T

A
R
T

TRIPS

MUSIC

NEWSLETTER

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

ART

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

ORGANISEEVENT

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

EXHIBITION

EVEN
T

TR
IP
S

STU
D
EN
TS

ART

CULTURE

ART

M
U
SIC

CU
LTU
R
E

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

STUDENTS

EXHIBITION

EVEN
T

A
R
T

EXHIBITION

TR
IP
S

TR
IP
S

TH
EA
TR
E

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

ART

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

STU
D
EN
TS

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

ART

STU
D
EN
TS

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

THEATRE

EVENT

M
U
SIC

N
EW
SLETTER

STUDENTS

ART

MUSIC

NEWSLETTER

ART

TH
EA
TR
E

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

THEATRE

CIN
EM
A

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

ART

CIN
EM
A

N
EW
SLETTER

STU
D
EN
TS

EXHIBITION

TRIPS

CIN
EM
A

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVEN
T

ART

TRIPS

TH
EA
TR
E

ORGANISE
EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

N
EW
SLETTER

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

NEWSLETTER

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

CINEMA

N
EW
SLETTER

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

M
U
SIC

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CULTURE

ART

EVENT

TRIPS

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

CU
LTU
R
E

EVEN
T

CINEMA

ART

ORGANISE

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

EVENT

A
R
T

ART

TR
IP
S

TH
EA
TR
E

ORGANISE

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

CINEMA

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CULTURE

TR
IP
S

EXHIBITION

CULTURE

EVEN
T

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

A
R
T

STU
D
EN
TS

A
R
T

TH
EA
TR
E

EVENT

A
R
T

TH
EA
TR
E

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

TH
EA
TR
E

STUDENTS

EVEN
T

ART

TRIPS

CINEMA

CULTURE

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

CINEMA

A
R
T

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

ORGANISE

N
EW
SLETTER

ART

MUSIC

N
EW
SLETTER

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

EXHIBITION

STU
D
EN
TS

EXHIBITION

A
R
T

MUSIC

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

CINEMA

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

ART

CU
LTU
R
E

EVENT

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

EVEN
T

ART

CIN
EM
A

NEWSLETTER

ORGANISE

MUSIC

NEWSLETTER

CULTURE

EVEN
T

STU
D
EN
TS
O
R
G
A
N
ISE

ART

STUDENTS

TRIPS

THEATRE

ORGANISE

ART

TRIPS

ART

THEATRE

N
EW
SLETTER

ART

EVEN
T

M
U
SIC

ART

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

A
R
T

TRIPS

CU
LTU
R
E

CINEMA

TRIPS

EVEN
T

M
U
SIC

CIN
EM
A

TRIPS

A
R
T

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CULTURE
TR
IP
S

STU
D
EN
TS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

CU
LTU
R
E

TR
IP
S

STU
D
EN
TS

MUSIC

STU
D
EN
TS

MUSIC

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

ART

ART

MUSIC

EVEN
T

TR
IP
S

EVENT

TRIPS

CIN
EM
A

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

M
U
SIC

M
U
SIC

A
R
T

TRIPS

ORGANISE

TRIPS

NEWSLETTER

STUDENTS

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

TH
EA
TR
E

ORGANISE

A
R
T

M
U
SIC

ART

A
R
T

THEATRE

A
R
T

N
EW
SLETTER

EVEN
T

TRIPS

A
R
T

TH
EA
TR
E

CINEMA

TR
IP
S

ART

EVEN
T

A
R
T

CU
LTU
R
E

A
R
T

MUSIC

EVENT

M
U
SIC

TRIPS

N
EW
SLETTER

ART

M
U
SIC

EVEN
T

TRIPS

CU
LTU
R
E

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

EVENT

STUDENTS

EVEN
T

TR
IP
S

ART

M
U
SIC

MUSIC

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

A
R
T

ART

M
U
SIC

ART

A
R
T

ORGANISE

TRIPS

NEWSLETTER

CULTURE

TRIPS

TH
EA
TR
E

ART

A
R
T

ART

EVENT

CIN
EM
A

TR
IP
S

CIN
EM
A

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

ART

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

TH
EA
TR
E

CIN
EM
A

STU
D
EN
TS

CU
LTU
R
E

STUDENTS

CINEMA

TR
IP
S

ART

MUSIC

CU
LTU
R
E

A
R
T

THEATRE

A
R
T

ART

A
R
T

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

CIN
EM
A

TR
IP
S

M
U
SIC

EX
H
IB
ITIO
N

A
R
T

CULTURE

A
R
T

MUSIC

A
R
T

TR
IP
S

TRIPS

ART

TRIPS

EVEN
T

STUDENTS

M
U
SIC

ART

ART

M
U
SIC

CULTURE

EVEN
T

ART

TR
IP
S

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

TRIPS

CU
LTU
R
E

ART

CU
LTU
R
E

STUDENTS

M
U
SIC

A
R
T

MUSIC

TRIPS

A
R
T

O
R
G
A
N
ISE

TR
IP
S

ART

EVENT

EVEN
T

CINEMA

M
U
SIC

ART

M
U
SIC



16
Labelled „Europe under Pressure – The 

OSCE in a Complex Security Environment“, 

this year’s DASI Conference exceeded all 

expectations. Forty national and international 

experts discussed with more than 400 visitors 

from March 3rd to 4th. Seven panels ranging 

from the European Security Architecture to Cyber 

issues culminated in a final discussion on the 

possible future role of the OSCE. While Secretary 

General Lamberto Zannier focused in his key-

note speech on the internal and external chal-

lenges the OSCE is facing at this point in time, 

the first panel discussed European Security and 

the various actors involved more generally. The 

spirited debate provided a broad overview of the 

challenges faced by the OSCE and exposed the 

underlying tensions within the security commu-

nity.

The second panel, which dealt with current 

conflicts, gave an overview on the Ukrainian 

crisis and discussed its reasons and outlooks. 

The panellists offered different and sometimes 

DA Insight – Student life at the Academy

DASICON 2017 – a lasting success!  Hannes Pirker & Niels Pollmann

opposing perspectives on the current situation in 

Ukraine and elaborated on the European security 

architecture.

“Shrinking Democratic Space” in Europe was the 

topic of the third panel. In the wake of rising 

nationalist and populist movements, the panel 

stressed the positive developments and called for 

a meaningful participation of the young gener-

ation in politics despite recent authoritarian and 

nationalist trends in Europe.

Informed by the Austrian chairmanship, the 

fourth panel focused on “violent extremism and 

radicalization that lead to terrorism”. The speak-

ers covered several angles of the topic, namely 

how people are radicalized and what the OSCE 

and its participants can do about it.

The first day of DASICON 2017 was concluded 

by EP Vice President Ulrike Lunacek who empha-

sized the role of the European Union and poten-

tial for cooperation with the actors involved.

Brigadier-General Walter Feichtinger (moderator panel 1) and 
Raphael F. Perl (moderator panel 7)

Puls 4 political analyst Corinna Milborn (moderator panel 4) and 
Hannes Pirker (head of conference committee)
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Saturday morning commenced with two amazing 

talks on relevant subtopics of the general agen-

da, namely economic warfare and the attribution 

of cyber-attacks. The second talk set the scene 

for the following panel on cyber security which 

offered a very lively debate on the fifth dimen-

sion of warfare after land, sea, air and space.

Energy security was discussed on panel six. 

Experts from the OSCE, the private industry 

and NATO debated different concepts and their 

implications. It became clear that a common 

definition does not yet exist which hampers co-

operation to a certain extent.

Finally the panel on the OSCE in 2022 concluded 

with an overview of the previous debates. The 

experts thereby envisioned potential futures of 

the organization and its contribution towards 

European security in the years to come.

DA Insight – Student life at the Academy

DASICON 2017 – a lasting success!  Hannes Pirker & Niels Pollmann

DASICON 2017 was broadcasted live on Face-

book and had an overall reach of more than 

58,000 people. Additionally the coverage on 

Twitter reached the top 3 on the Austrian hash-

tag ranking on both days.

We would also like to use this opportunity to 

once again thank our numerous cooperation 

partners, sponsors and supporters whose con-

tributions made this great conference happen. 

Additional thanks go to the organization team 

who worked tirelessly throughout the whole year.

For further information you can find articles, 

videos and pictures on www.dasicon.org.

SAVE the date: DASICON 2018 – March 2nd and 

March 3rd, 2018

Hannes Pirker and Niels Pollmann are enrolled in 

DA’s 20th MAIS Programme (2015-17) and 

members of this year’s Conference Committee.

DASI Conference Committee 2017
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Background
As a DA alumna (28th DLG of 1991–93), I was 

appointed Deputy Director of the Academy by 

Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz last autumn. I 

previously headed the Department of EU Com-

munications of the Ministry of Europe, Integra-

tion and Foreign Affairs; served as director of the 

Austrian Cultural Forum Paris; and was posted 

to the Austrian Permanent Mission to the United 

Nations in New York.

The DA has throughout provided a sound basis 

for my fulfilling career. I have become a pas-

sionate diplomat, active both in multilateral and 

bilateral affairs.

Fascination
What I love about the Academy is the small cos-

mopolitan world in the heart of Vienna you enter 

when you come through our doors. The whole 

world finds a home in the Diplomatic Academy, 

be it through the diversity of languages, cul-

tures or political backgrounds. It is an enormous 

pleasure and a great privilege to contribute in 

whatever ways I can to this microcosm.

My tasks here at the Academy are manifold: on 

the one hand, as Deputy Director, I am respon-

sible for management and a wide range of other 

matters. On the other, I serve as the Head of the 

Executive Programmes department. We prepare 

almost 700 international trainees annually with 

tailor-made trainings in areas of international 

relevance in cooperation with our partners. The 

target groups are primarily but not exclusively 

A message from the DA’s new Deputy Director  Dr. Susanne Keppler-Schlesinger  



young civil servants from Eastern Europe, Africa 

and Asia. With these trainings, we cover issues 

concerning EU relationships, economic activities, 

science and cultural diplomacy as well as skills 

trainings in areas such as communication, project 

and event management. But we also offer sup-

port in areas where young people may enhance 

their skills and knowledge, such as Social Media 

utilisation in diplomacy.

The Academy
Almost 200 highly motivated young adults with 

a broad range of international and academic 

backgrounds have chosen to study at the DA 

this year. We offer them an optimal educational 

package and constantly strive to maintain our 

excellent international reputation by maintaining 

the highest academic standards with some of the 

best lecturers to be found internationally. A good 

example of this is the EU Studies professorship 

we will share with the University of Vienna from 

next year onwards. At a time when Europe is 

at a major crossroads, it is especially important 

to have world-class lecturers here at the DA to 

teach students about the importance of the EU.

19A message from the DA’s new Deputy Director
Dr. Susanne Keppler-Schlesinger

Alumni
Furthermore, we want students to continue 

viewing the DA as their alma mater and a spring-

board for their professional careers. I encourage 

all graduates of the DA to support the alum-

ni network and to share their experience and 

networks with new members of ClubDA. In this 

context, I particularly welcome the DA LINK ini-

tiative, organised for the fifth time on 14 March 

2017. A large number of international employers 

participated in this event, most of them repre-

sented by DA alumni. The event opened to our 

students many opportunities for professional 

careers. Events such as DA LINK are the perfect 

platform for our students to present themselves, 

and would not be possible without the full and 

willing support of our alumni.

I am very much looking forward to meeting you 

personally at the Sommerfest, as well as at other 

professional or social occasions. I would be very 

happy to hear from you at any time – new ideas 

or thoughts regarding the DA are always very 

welcome.

Susanne Keppler-Schlesinger
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Research field
I am a professor of politics and policy at the 

University of Virginia. My primary research fo-

cus is fiscal policy and budgeting. When I was 

accepted as a Fulbright fellow, I started to work 

comparatively in the field of European fiscal 

policy, on which I wrote a couple of books from 

an American point of view. For that matter, I 

completed a research fellowship funded by the 

government of Luxemburg to spend time study-

ing the European Commission and its fiscal rules 

two years ago. The fellowship here at the Diplo-

matic Academy gave me the ample opportunity 

to follow up on this project. 

Opportunities
The Fulbright fellowship is a very helpful step 

in my career, as it particularly demonstrates an 

accomplishment. In fact, all American universities 

value Fulbright fellowships very highly. And so I 

see it as a market distinction for myself. At the 

same time, it’s an opportunity for me to see how 

other universities teach, getting to know what 

is taught here and what students expect to be 

taught in order to support their career ambitions, 

which will help me in the work with my students 

back in the United States.

New Lecturers 2016-17

James D. Savage
Distinguished Diplomatic Academy-Fulbright 
Professor of Political Science 2017  Nicholas Lieb



Students
I was very much impressed by the students. They 

are smart, they are international, equipped with 

tremendous personal skill sets and abilities, and 

it’s wonderful to teach students here. I have 

good students in the U.S., but they don’t have 

the international quality the Academy has. 

Vienna
It’s fascinating to experience Vienna as the cap-

ital of an old Empire. It is, in its own way, very 

comparable to Washington, D.C., the capital of 

a contemporary Empire. The monarchy and how 

it is perceived gives you better understanding of 

today’s world. Getting to know the culture of 

Vienna is very rewarding, because I’ve been read-

ing about it all my life and this is an opportunity 

to study this more personally, so I am trying 

to make use of the museums – there is always 

something new to discover. I encourage my stu-

dents to do that too. Going to the museums, you 

can also learn something about American foreign 

policy, isolationism in particular. 

Vienna has been a wonderful experience and I 

want to thank the Academy for making my stay 

in the ‘Capital of Diplomacy’ worthwhile.

21New Lecturers 2016-17

James D. Savage
Distinguished Diplomatic Academy-Fulbright 
Professor of Political Science 2017  Nicholas Lieb
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Strewn across the front page of newspapers and 
littered on News Feeds, Austria’s recent ban of the 
full-face veil in public places has been a hot topic 
for debate. Yet, Natalie Herold from the Austrian 
Foreign Ministry argues, it is just one of many ex-
amples where skewed media coverage eclipsed the 
real story.

Herold confronted the ban and other misconcep-

tions about refugees in a talk entitled, “Dealing 

with the Refugee Crisis: Reflections on Refugee 

Integration in Austria”, held at the Diplomatic 

Academy of Vienna on 25th April 2017. 

The real story, according to Herold, is not the 

ban itself, but the newly introduced Integration 

Agreement which, for the first time, gives ref-

ugees the right to effective integration mecha-

nisms and support throughout the challenging 

process. Having pooled skills from academic 

experts, practitioners and policy makers, this 

advancement is a huge stride forward in ensuring 

that effective integration becomes a reality.

“You need to be critical of what you read in the 

papers,” Herold said. “Life isn’t black and white 

and neither is the issue of integration.” 

Media moguls have proved their power in mould-

ing the attitude of the masses, engulfing outlets 

with misleading statistics and misconceptions 

that are rendered as fact. In a seminar organised 

by the Austrian Foreign Ministry and the Inter-

national Peace Institute on Wednesday 10th May, 

experts and practitioners discussed this exact 

issue, hailing examples from British tabloids and 

Polemics – The Magazine of the Diplomatic Academy
For several years now, DA’s students have been successfully 
publishing “Polemics – The Magazine of the Diplomatic Academy” 
which features articles on a broad variety of topics written by the 
students. Since last June, we include one Polemics article in every 
DA News issue. To enjoy the current issue of Polemics in its entirety, 
please go to www.polemics-magazine.com

In uncertain terms: how current 
narratives influence refugee integration   Sarah Henry
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condemning the profit-driven motivation to “sell 

more papers than the truth.” Panelists spoke 

under Chatham House Rules – on the record but 

under condition of anonymity. 

Much like Herold, they stressed the importance 

of “showing good examples and keeping all 

doors open.” When further probed for sug-

gestions of how the media could transform its 

current hindering position into something more 

positive, sentiments of lost hope and complete 

lost confidence were rife within the discourse. 

The negative effects of the media’s anti-refugee 

propaganda use are clearly quite obvious, but 

Herold also argues that even positive narratives 

can have undesirable effects and be equally 

damaging. 

“We are raising expectations we can’t meet,” she 

said stressing that this is the most efficient way 

to anger the population. “The finger pointing 

starts. We need to manage expectations in a very 

thoughtful way.”

However, this begs the question: What stories 

should the media be telling? In contemplating 

this, we will be challenged to cut through the 

veil of blind acceptance, see the bigger picture 

and search for the real story. Furthermore, we 

must also question ourselves as to whether the 

media’s stance is a conscious one or a conse-

quence of a bigger problem and a symptom of 

the rise of populism. 

The development and implementation of in-

tegration policy is, by no means, an easy feat, 

according to Herold and her team. This dyna-

mism coupled with inflammatory journalism does 

nothing to alleviate the pressure or offer clues to 

successful management of the situation, espe-

cially when there are so many variables involved. 

“There is no standard or average refugee,” Herold 

said. “There is an unaccompanied minor from 

Afghanistan who has never seen the inside of a 

school and there is the highly educated Syrian 

who owned his own business. It doesn’t make 

policy making easier.” 

The growing necessity of support for refugee 

integration in Austria since the beginning of the 

crisis is reflected in the increasing number of 

team members that are being assigned to Her-

old’s department, the Unit for Research, Knowl-

edge Management and Integration Monitoring 

– a far cry from the two colleagues working on 

the project in 2010. 

A larger integration task force will certainly help 

but there is still a long way to go, especially if 

the media storm of attacking, scapegoating and 

inciting of mistrust doesn’t stop completely. 

“There are challenges ahead of us,” Herold said. 

“I can assure you, this is not the end of it.”

Sarah Henry is enrolled in DA’s 21st MAIS Program (2016-18)

Polemics – The Magazine of the Diplomatic Academy
For several years now, DA’s students have been successfully 
publishing “Polemics – The Magazine of the Diplomatic Academy” 
which features articles on a broad variety of topics written by the 
students. Since last June, we include one Polemics article in every 
DA News issue. To enjoy the current issue of Polemics in its entirety, 
please go to www.polemics-magazine.com

In uncertain terms: how current 
narratives influence refugee integration   Sarah Henry
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Alumni Meetings reviewed

10 January 2017:

Berlin Chapter New Year’s Meeting

After 2014 and 2015, the Club’s Ber-

lin Chapter organised its third New Year’s 

Meeting at Restaurant Felix Austria.

16 January 2017: 
Frauen im Gespräch: Margit Fischer
(see article on page 30)

28 January 2017:

15th DA Ski and Snowboard Championships  
(see article on page 29)

Since ClubDA implemented its chapter 

strategy in spring 2009, eighteen lo-

cal chapters have organised 202 alumni 

meetings in Vienna and around the world. More 

than 6,500 graduates and students as well as 

friends of the Diplomatic Academy took part.

Recently, the following meetings took place:

28 December 2016:

Warsaw Chapter Christmas Party and  
Commemoration

DA alumnus Józef Toczek donated and invited 

to “a Holy Mass for the souls of deceased col-

leagues from my 3rd Lehrgang 1966-1968 of the 

Diplomatic Academy.” Right after the Holy Mass 

a commemorating cocktail party cum Christ-

mas Party took place at Józef’s apartment.

© DA/Andreas Ehrmann

© Józef Toczek © Wolfgang Dreusch
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14 February 2017: 
Curling and Skating at Wiener Eistraum

20 DA alumni and students joined us for ice 

skating and curling at the “Wiener Eistraum” in 

front of Vienna’s city hall. The Club organised 

this event for the sixth time and thanks stadt 

wien marketing gmbh for its precious support.

28 February 2017: 
Bavarian Curling in Warsaw
This year, ClubDA’s Warsaw Chapter decid-

ed to organise its own “Bavarian Curling” 

event at Zimowy Narodowy in Warsaw.

2 March 2017:

11th Alumni Hall of Fame Talk: 
Krieg und Frieden – gestern, heute, morgen

Über verschiedenste Aspekte des breitgefächerten 

Themas diskutierten nach einer Keynote von 

DA-Alumnus Wendelin Ettmayer, Botschafter 

i.R. und Abgeordneter zum Nationalrat i.R. 

sowie Mitglied der DA Alumni Hall of Fame, 

unter der Leitung von ClubDA-Präsident Ol-

iver Kitz neben Ettmayer Petra Schneebauer, 

Leiterin des Bürgerservice im Bundesminis-

terium für Europa, Integration und Äußeres 

und ehemalige österreichische Botschafter-

in in Malta, und Christian Segur-Cabanac, 

Generalleutnant i.R. und Präsident der Ge-

sellschaft für Politisch-Strategische Studien.

Recent Alumni Meetings  Andreas Ehrmann
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14 March 2017:

DA LINK 2017 (see article on page 4)

23 March 2017: 
4th Vienna Chapter Stammtisch
ClubDA’s Vienna Chapter continued its “Alum-

ni-Stammtisch” event series with a keynote 

from a private sector representative: Arno Det-

tlinger (DLG 20) has held different management 

positions in the Austrian oil and gas compa-

ny OMV (Exploration & Production) in Vien-

na and Tripolis. As representative of a sector 

that is experiencing major challenges, ranging 

from political turmoil in strategically impor-

tant regions, economic distress from fluctu-

ating prices and public pressure on the tradi-

tional business model due to environmentally 

friendlier technologies, Mr Dettlinger provided 

first-hand insights into recent developments.

27 March 2017:

Alumni meet Students in Brussels 
More than 30 alumni and students met at 

Moeder Lambic Fontainas on the occasion of the 

first-year student’s annual study trip to Brussels.

3 April 2017:

Alumni meet Students in Kiev
20 alumni and students met on the occasion 

of the student’s annual study trip to Ukraine.

25-27 May 2017:

10th ClubDA Outdoor Weekend: Semmering
(see article on page 27)

The Diplomatic Academy and ClubDA thank 

all chapter presidents, the Diplomatic Academy 

Students Initiative and all other alumni, students 

and partners who made these events possible.

Please visit our website 

www.da-vienna.ac.at/alumni/events 

to see additional photos of recent meetings  

and find out more about upcoming events  

organised by the DA and ClubDA as well as  

its local chapters.

Recent Alumni Meetings  Andreas Ehrmann
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On the Corpus Christi weekend 2017, Club-
DA organised its 10th Outdoor Weekend in 
Lower Austria’s and Styria’s Semmering 

region.

On Thursday, 25 May, the group followed the 
Semmering railway, the first mountain railway in 
Europe, from Klamm-Schottwien to Steinhaus am 
Semmering. During this 23 kilometres long hike, 
we enjoyed the impressive scenery of the Sem-
mering region as well as Vienna’s “Hausberge” 
Schneeberg and Rax.

The next day a visit of the Fröschnitzgraben con-
struction site of the new Semmering Base Tunnel 
was followed by a short hike through the poet Peter 
Rosegger’s “Waldheimat” Alpl.

A five-hour hike to the top of Stuhleck (1,782 me-
tres) concluded the programme on 27 May.

We thank all participants for a memorable week-
end!

The next ClubDA Outdoor Weekend will take 
place from 31 May to 2 June 2018. The venue will 
be announced early next year.
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On 28 January 2017, 14 DA alumni and 

staff participated in the 15th annual 

DA Ski and Snowboard Championships, 

which the DA again had organised together 

with the Austrian Foreign Ministry as well as the 

„Club Diplomatie & Wirtschaft“.

The DA thanks all participants for making this ski 

trip such a successful and memorable event and 

hopes to see many of you again next year.

DA Champions: Alpine Skiing Men

1st Mathias HUMENBERGER, AUT, DLG 53

2nd Hannes PIRKER, AUT, MAIS 20

3rd Alexios SEIBT, AUT, MAIS 20

Alumnae: Alpine Skiing Women

1st Johanna LINDNER, AUT, DLG 51

2nd Klara MELBINGER, AUT, DLG 52

3rd Alena BAUR, AUT, DLG 50

Alumni: Alpine Skiing Men

1st Thomas PRASTHOFER, AUT, DLG 50

2nd Pirmin GETZNER, AUT, MAIS 18

3rd Ernst G. WALTER LANGMANN, AUT, DLG 7

4th Peter BERRY, GBR, DLG 50

5th Donatus KÖCK, AUT, DLG 14

DA Kids

1st Lukas KORNPROBST

DA Faculty & Staff

1st Andreas EHRMANN, AUT, Administration

2nd Markus KORNPROBST, GER, Faculty

15th DA Ski and Snowboard Championships  Andreas Ehrmann
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Margit Fischer ist der breiten österreichi-

schen Öffentlichkeit als, wie man so 

schön sagt, „First Lady“ bekannt, also 

als Gattin Heinz Fischers, des bis 8. Juli 2016 

amtierenden österreichischen Bundespräsidenten. 

Deutlich mehr erfuhr man über sie, als im Jahr 

2015 ihr Buch „Was wir weitergeben“ erschien. 

Darin eröffnete Margit Fischer Einblicke in die 

Geschichte ihrer Familie, die sich in den Wir-

ren der Weltkriege und der Zwischenkriegszeit 

behaupten musste, in ihre eigene Kindheitsge-

schichte, die in Schweden ihren Anfang nahm, 

sowie in ihr weiteres Leben, das sie beileibe nicht 

nur mit der „Gattinnenrolle“ ausfüllen wollte, 



sondern in dem sie sich als engagierte Kämpferin 

für Bildung und Kinderrechte, zum Beispiel als 

Vorsitzende des Vereins ScienceCenter-Netzwerk, 

bewährte.

Sie stellt sich aber nicht alleine in das Zentrum 

der Ausführungen: Wenn Margit Fischer ihre 

Familiengeschichte erzählt, dann erzählt sie 

auch gleichzeitig die Geschichte Österreichs und 

Europas in dunklen Zeiten, die Geschichte einer 

Kindheit in Wien nach dem Krieg und die Ge-

schichte der sich wiederfindenden und konsoli-

dierenden Republik nach der großen Katastrophe. 

Sie erzählt über österreichische und internatio-

nale Politik, die sie über fünfzig Jahre lang an 

der Seite ihres Mannes beobachten konnte. Und 

sie spricht über ihre Gedanken zu gegenwärtigen 

Fragen und die Lehren, die sie aus ihren reichen 

und vielfältigen Erlebnissen zieht.

Am 16. Jänner 2017 las Margit Fischer Auszüge 

aus ihrem Buch vor einem zahlreich erschienenen 

Publikum im Rahmen der ClubDA-Veranstal-

tungsreihe „Frauen im Gespräch“ an der Diplo-

matischen Akademie.

Lucia Kronsteiner, Absolventin des 36. Diplomlehrgangs, ist stv. 

Abteilungsleiterin im Bundesministerium für Europa, Integration 

und Äußeres und Vizepräsidentin des ClubDA.
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Heide Almoslechner wurde als Heidelore 

Amlacher am 6. Jänner 1940 in Graz 

geboren und starb am 27. Februar 2017 

in Wien. Ihre Kindheit verbrachte Heide mit 

ihren beiden Brüdern im großelterlichen Haus in 

Spittal an der Drau. Ihre Mutter hielt die Kinder 

während der Kriegs- und Nachkriegsjahre mit 

einem kleinen Café über Wasser, der Vater wurde 

nach seiner Rückkehr aus der Kriegsgefangen-

schaft 1946 Anwalt.

Nach ihrer Schulzeit in Spittal ging Heide nach 

Graz, wo sie Jus studierte. 1966 kam sie schließ-

lich an die Diplomatische Akademie – als Studen-

tin des zweiten Jahrgangs der 1964 von Außenmi-

nister Bruno Kreisky neugegründeten Institution. 

Hier lernte sie auch den späteren Ehemann, ihren 

Mitstudenten Wilfried Almoslechner, kennen, mit 

dem sie bis 1990 verheiratet blieb. Der gemein-

same Sohn Hans Joachim, heute Gesandter im 

Außenamt, kam 1969 zur Welt. Hans heiratete 

2009 seine Maria, Enkel Daniel wurde 2013 in 

Jerusalem getauft.

Der berufliche Weg führte Heide und ihre Familie 

ab 1967 – nach Stationen in Wien, Paris und Te-

heran – schließlich zum UNDP in New York, wo 

sie in engem Kontakt mit zahlreichen österrei-

chischen und internationalen Spitzendiplomaten 

stand. Seit 1985 war Heide für die UN in Wien 

tätig, zuerst im Rahmen von UN-Anti-Drogen-

Programmen, danach, bis zu ihrem Ruhestand 

2001, im Bereich der Personalentwicklung.

Die passionierte Bridge-Spielerin mit den großen 

Leidenschaften Reisen und Lesen war lange Jahre 

im Vorstand des ClubDA – zuletzt als Rech-

nungsprüferin – aktiv und immer gern gesehen 

bei den zahlreichen Events der DA.

Besonders wichtig war Heide ihre Tätigkeit für 

WELCOME TO AUSTRIA. Diese Vereinigung, die 

unter den Patronanz des österreichischen Au-

ßenministers steht, kümmert sich um Partner 

von Diplomaten, um ihnen den Start am neuen 

Standort Wien zu erleichtern, und fördert den 

interkulturellen Austausch. Heide gab jahrelang 

Neuankömmlingen Deutschunterricht. 

Heide war ein Familienmensch und war als 

Mutter und Oma immer für die Ihren da. Hei-

de war sehr gesellig und pflegte viele enge 

und langjährige Freundschaften. Ihre Freunde 

beschreiben sie als fröhlichen, immer positiven 

Menschen. Sie war heiter, voller Lebensfreude, 

mental sehr stark, hochintelligent und belesen. 

Dabei bescheiden, großzügig und gastfreund-

lich, selbstlos und voller Humor. Ihre Familie 

und ihre Freunde erinnern sich ihrer mit Dank 

und Respekt – oder wie es eines der zahlreichen 

Kondolenzschreiben so treffend charakterisierte: 

„Heide war eine tolle Seele!“ Dem schließen wir 

uns gerne an.

Ernst Porpaczy ist Absolvent des ersten Diplomlehrgangs 

und ehemaliger Präsident sowie Mitglied des 

Wahlausschusses des ClubDA. 

In memoriam Heidelore Almoslechner   Ernst Porpaczy



➜

33
More than 1,300 alumni, students and 

friends of the Diplomatic Academy 

of Vienna are currently members of 

ClubDA. While membership is free for students 

and young alumni, most of ClubDA’s other 

members pay an annual membership fee of EUR 

40 (some forget about it from time to time).

And then there are members who have decided 

to contribute even more. Their voluntary dona-

tions are a main reason why ClubDA was able to 

increase the number of scholarships for current 

DA students recently. With this new DA News 

feature we would like to thank our patrons for 

their precious support over the years.

JANINE FINCK

Janine Finck, alumna of the 23rd Diploma Pro-

gramme, is working at the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of Luxembourg. This year she has been 

designated to become the next Luxembourg 

Ambassador in Denmark, including non-resident 

postings in Norway, Finland and Sweden. 

Which role has your academic training at the 

DA played in the context of your professional 

career? 

My training at the DA helped me to understand 

even better international relations and the ways 

to solve crises. My time spent together with my 

fellow alumni is an invaluable souvenir from my 

formative life.

How do you remember your study time at the 

DA?

I remember my study time as a fruitful mix of 

serious study and research and also discovering 

the cultural and social riches of Austria.

Would you like to give some personal advice 

to recent graduates regarding their career 

paths?

They should always remember who they are 

and where they learned the valuable theory 

in order to put it into practice as best as they 

can. Today’s world is not an easy place to 

cope with. But do not give up hope and work 

hard!

ClubDA Patrons  Maximilian Huck (portraits) & Andreas Ehrmann (intro)
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You have been a member of ClubDA for many 

years. How do you personally benefit from your 

membership?

It helps me to keep being informed on what is 

happening in Vienna!

What has motivated you to support ClubDA with 

voluntary contributions additional to the annual 

membership fee?

I was motivated by the dreams of young gradu-

ates who have a clear sense of where they would 

like to head to and I was moved to try to help 

out a tiny bit. I had been very fortunate at my 

time in being helped and supported by my family 

all along, and I wanted them to have a similar 

feeling of support.

In your opinion, how could one motivate even 

more ClubDA members to help us with additional 

contributions?

I think that young, motivated people deserve a 

helping hand, and maybe I consider us elderly 

(and experienced) alumni as this helping hand in 

an increasingly challenging international envi-

ronment.  

DANIEL OSPELT

Daniel Ospelt, alumnus of the 18th Diploma 

Programme, currently holds the position of 

Permanent Representative of Liechtenstein to 

the Council of Europe and Representative to the 

Organs of the Council of Europe’s Development 

Bank (CEB) in Paris.

Which role has your academic training at the 

DA played in the context of your professional 

career?

It was very important as it was the precondition 

to enter the diplomatic service in Liechtenstein.

How do you remember your study time at the DA?

I remember it quite well after so many years. 

And we had sometimes heated discussions (also 

about politics) in the special lecture hall on the 

other side of the Favoritenstrasse (smile). The 

only thing I regret is that I did not start to learn 

Arabic.

Would you like to give some personal advice to 

recent graduates regarding their career paths?

Provide a vision, lead by example, admit your 

mistakes and learn from them, be humble, listen 

and learn – and never abandon your hope!

Let me quote Vaclav Havel: “Hope is not the 

conviction that something will turn out well 

but the certainty, that something makes sense, 

regardless of how it turns out.”

ClubDA Patrons  Maximilian Huck (portraits) & Andreas Ehrmann (intro)
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You have been a member of ClubDA for many 

years. How do you personally benefit from your 

membership?

I never benefited personally in my career from 

the ClubDA membership but I was always follow-

ing the activities closely.

What has motivated you to support ClubDA with 

voluntary contributions additional to the annual 

membership fee?

I know how it is to live only with little money. 

That’s why I want to help and give something 

back. Let me quote Desmond Tutu: “Do your 

little bit of good where you are; it’s those little 

bits of goods put together that overwhelm the 

world!”

Did you receive a scholarship for your studies at 

the DA yourself?

I had a scholarship and in addition I got a grant 

from the Liechtenstein authorities, which I had 

to pay back. I financed my studies myself.

In your opinion, how could one motivate even 

more ClubDA members to help us with additional 

contributions?

We had the chance to graduate at the Academy 

and we should give others also the chance to do 

so! I kindly urge all graduates from the Academy 

to support the ClubDA!!!

MATT HOGGARTH

Matt Hoggarth, alumnus of the 39th Diploma 

as well as the 7th MAIS Programme, is Head of 

Research at Thesis Asset Management, an invest-

ment firm based in the UK. He is a CFA Charter-

holder and a Chartered Fellow of the Chartered 

Institute for Securities and Investments.

Which role has your academic training at the 

DA played in the context of your professional 

career? 

The multidisciplinary approach at the DA was 

a great preparation. Being able to cut across 

traditional subject boundaries is a huge advan-

tage. When you can see the world from a variety 

of different perspectives, you are more likely to 

be able to find innovative ways to accomplish 

things.

How do you remember your study time at the 

DA?

I have great memories. It’s not just all the fas-

cinating hours spent in Hörsaal 1 and the rich 

sense of history dating back to Maria Theresia. 

When I talk to my friends from the DA about 

our time there the word that comes up most 

frequently is family. All the staff and resident 

faculty of the DA cared deeply about us.

ClubDA Patrons  Maximilian Huck (portraits) & Andreas Ehrmann (intro)
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Would you like to give some personal advice to 

recent graduates regarding their career paths?

Do not write off the private sector. We need 

good civil servants and international functionar-

ies, but there are also lots of great opportunities 

to build careers in business. Companies are keen 

to recruit graduates with the skills that the DA 

nurtures.

You have been a member of ClubDA for many 

years. How do you personally benefit from your 

membership?

I enjoy maintaining a link with the DA and hear-

ing news about new developments – and I try to 

come to the Sommerfest as often as I can. 

What has motivated you to support ClubDA with 

voluntary contributions additional to the annual 

membership fee?

Life can be tough for students and it’s a great 

pity if any able candidates are prevented from 

studying at the DA because of their financial sit-

uation. If I can play a small part in helping oth-

ers to have the same advantages that I enjoyed 

then that is very satisfying.

Did you receive a scholarship for your studies at 

the DA yourself?

I’m very grateful to have been awarded an Aus-

trian National Bank scholarship for the MAIS.

In your opinion, how could one motivate even 

more ClubDA members to help us with additional 

contributions?

I think by continuing to foster that sense of a 

DA community around the globe and across the 

generations we can remind people of the bene-

fits we have all shared from studying at the DA 

and the possibility of extending those to more 

students in the future.

Maximilian Huck joined the Diplomatic Academy’s staff in 

April 2017 and is working both for the Alumni and Administrative 

Office as well as the Executive Programmes Department. 

ClubDA Patrons  Maximilian Huck (portraits) & Andreas Ehrmann (intro)



In what types of meetings are you interested?     	 (1=very interested, 4=no interest)
	 1	 2	 3	 4

International Alumni Meeting (Sommerfest and excursion)

Informal get-togethers organised by ClubDA’s local chapters

Talks and (panel) discussions

Alumni-Students meetings (Meet and Greet in Vienna, study trip meetings,…)

Arts and culture (exhibitions, theatre,…)

Excursions, study trips

Sports (Ski Championships, Outdoor Weekends)
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Since 1969, ClubDA serves the Diplomat-

ic Academy of Vienna’s alumni as “Your 

home & anchor after graduation.” In 

2009, DA’s own alumni office joined the Club in 

supporting the ever-growing global network of 

graduates from the Academy’s academic as well 

as Executive Programmes.

This June, we asked our alumni for their take 

on our efforts. We, DA and ClubDA, invited you 

to complete our online questionnaire and tell 

us what you think of our alumni services and 

benefits.

While the full results of the survey will be pub-

lished in the next issue of DA News, find here 

some preliminary results based on the answers 

from 151 alumni who have participated in the 

survey by the editorial deadline of DA News 

1/2017.

DA/ClubDA Alumni Survey 2017  Andreas Ehrmann



Would you recommend other alumni to participate in DA’s and ClubDA’s alumni meetings?

Yes	 110	 72.8 %

No	 13	 8.6 %

no comment	 28	 18.5 %

Generally speaking, how satisfied are you with the information/responses you receive from DA’s 
alumni office staff?              (0 = fully satisfied, 100 = not satisfied)

Ergebnis: 15,33

How satisfied are you with ClubDA’s services and benefits?  	(1=very satisfied, 4=not satisfied at all)
	 1	 2	 3	 4

ClubDA webmail http://webmail.da-vienna.at . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

ClubDA web portal https://club.da-vienna.ac.at . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

DA News . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Alumni contact details database . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Local chapter contacts . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

ClubDA Notice Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Reduced rates on language courses at the DA . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

List of job vacancies . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
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Please sort the following ClubDA goals (as stated in the Club’s statutes) by importance 
	 (1 = most important, 6 = least important)
	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6

Support of the alumni of the DA (career services, networking) . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Support of the DA (academic and scientific cooperations, research and teaching) .

Support of the students of the DA (scholarships, career services, networking) . .  .  .

Organisation of social gatherings . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Organisation of talks and discussions covering DA’s academic fields . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Publication of a periodic newsletter . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

Generally speaking, how satisfied are you with your ClubDA membership and the Club’s work?
(0 = fully satisfied, 100 = not satisfied)

Ergebnis: 27,65
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Studierende nach Lehrgängen

•	 DLG 53

•	 ETIA 9/2

•	 ETIA 10/1

•	 MAIS 20/2

•	 MAIS 21/1

•	 PhD 1

Studierende nach Regionen *

•	 Europäische Union

•	 USA & Kanada

•	 UdSSR-Nachfolgestaaten

•	 Asien

•	 Lateinamerika & Karibik

•	 Südosteuropa

•	 Afrika

•	 Australien & Ozeanien

•	 Westeuropa

* … Die genannten Nationalitäten summieren sich auf 237, da 

31 Studierende mit Doppel- oder Mehrfachstaatsbürgerschaf-

ten berücksichtigt sind.

Wie bereits in den vergangenen Jahren, möchten 

wir auch diesmal den aktuellen Jahrgang von 

Studierenden an der Diplomatischen Akademie 

Wien vorstellen. Im abgelaufenen Studienjahr 

2016/17 besuchten 204 Studierende die Lehr-

veranstaltungen des 53. Diplomlehrgangs, der 

ETIA-Lehrgänge 9 und 10 sowie der MAIS-Lehr-

gänge 20 und 21. Zusätzlich waren 2 Studieren-

de im ersten PhD-Programm „Interdisciplinary 

International Studies“ (IIS) inskribiert.

Nicht weniger als 46 Nationalitäten waren in 

diesem akademischen Jahr an der Akademie ver-

treten, was den internationalen Charakter der DA 

einmal mehr unterstreicht. Die Mitgliedstaaten 

der Europäischen Union waren dabei 165 mal 

und somit am stärksten repräsentiert.

Studierende an der DA 2016/17  Andreas Ehrmann

EU 165
Österreich 92
Großbritannien 15
Italien 14
Deutschland 9
Frankreich 7
Bulgarien 4
Ungarn 4
Schweden 3
Slowakei 3
Belgien 2
Dänemark 2
Kroatien 2
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EU (Fortsetzung)
Rumänien 2
Tschechische Republik 2
Finnland 1
Luxemburg 1
Niederlande 1
Spanien 1

USA & Kanada 26
Vereinigte Staaten von Amerika 22
Kanada 4

Asien 12
China, VR 3
Indien 3
Iran 1
Libanon 1
Mongolei 1
Pakistan 1
Singapur 1
Syrien 1

Lateinamerika & Karibik 6
Mexiko 3
Argentinien 1
Brasilien 1
Ecuador 1

Südosteuropa 6
Serbien 3
Türkei 2
Bosnien und Herzegowina 1

Afrika 5
Botswana 1
Gambia 1
Ghana 1
Ruanda 1
Südafrika 1

Australien & Ozeanien 2
Australien 2

Westeuropa 2
Schweiz 2

UdSSR-Nachfolgestaaten 13
Russische Föderation 7
Ukraine 4
Georgien 1
Kasachstan 1

Andreas Ehrmann is Head of DA’s Alumni 

and Administrative Office.
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August 2017 9th Vienna Summer Meeting at 

	 Schweizerhaus

September 2017 Firstspaziergang at Vienna’s 

	 Stephansdom

October 2017 Grape harvest and visit of the 

	 exhibition “The Magic of the Ancient 

	 Orient” at Schloss Halbturn

December 2017 St. Nicholas Party & Meet and 

	 Greet with new students at the DA

December 2017 Alumni meet students in Brussels

Jan / Feb 2018 16th DA Ski and Snowboard 

	 Championships

Jan / Feb 2018 Wiener Eistraum

24 February 2018  DA Charity Ball 2018

2-3 March 2018 DASICON 2018

13 March 2018 DA LINK Career Day 2018

31 May-2 June 2018 11th ClubDA Outdoor 

	 Weekend

29-30 June 2018 20th International Alumni 

	 Meeting in Vienna with ClubDA General 

	 Assembly, DA Sommerfest and the 

	 traditional Alumni Excursion

For exact dates and additional events including 

interesting talks by DA alumni in Vienna as well 

as alumni meetings organised by ClubDA’s local 

chapters please check out our online event ca-

© Fotolia


